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THE  ANNEAL  REPORT 


BY 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  1925. 


FLEET, 

May,  1926. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1925,  which  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  is  a Survey  Report  dealing 
with  the  progress  of  the  last  five  years. 

The  population  of  the  Census  (1921)  was  3,654;  it  is  now  estimated 
at  about  3,700,  with  the  added  area  according  to  the  Register-General’s 
statistics,  but  judging  from  the  great  increase  in  the  number  of  houses,  I 
think  that  it  is  about  4,000. 

The  district,  since  the  addition  last  year  of  155  acres  on  the  North 
Western  boundary,  comprises  1,685  acres;  it  is  roughly  a circle  with  a one- 
mile  radius,  and  a slight  general  fall  from  the  centre  to  the  periphery. 
There  is  considerable  superficial  undulation.  The  soil  is  sandy  above  with 
a thin  iron-pan  at  a varying  depth;  below  is  Bagshot  sand  and  gravel. 

The  area  is  closely  populated  on  the  whole  ; the  woodland  property 
to  the  North  and  West  has  been  largely  built  on  during  the  past  two  years. 

The  inhabitants  are  residents  with  independent  means,  people 
engaged  in  business  in  London,  or  occupied  locally  in  manual  trades;  there 
is  no  industry  prejudicial  to  public  health. 

There  are  1,151  inhabited  houses  as  against  960  in  the  Census  (1921). 

The  rateable  value  is  £.27,980  and  a penny  rate  produces  £.117 
approximately. 

Deaths — 56:  rate  15‘1  per  1,000.  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  12*2 
per  1,000. 

Births — 57  : rate  15'4  per  1,000.  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  18’5 
per  1,000.  There  were  4 illegitimate  births. 

Poor  Law  Relief  is  not  excessive  : hospital  relief  was  used  by  2 per 
cent,  of  the  population.  No  special  causes  for  sickness:  the  public  health 
has  been  very  good. 

No  hospitals  are  provided  locally  by  the  Local  Authority  or  the 
County  Council.  The  County  Council  offers  hospital  accommodation  for 
Tuberculosis  and  maternity  cases,  while  infections  cases  can  be  sent  to  the 
Aldershot  Fever  Hospital  by  a financial  arrangement  between  the  two 
authorities. 

There  is  a very  well-equipped  Cottage  Hospital  with  a first  class 
X-Ray  installation,  which  serves  this  and  neighbouring  districts;  it  is 
supported  by  voluntary  contributions  and  patients’  payments;  it  has  a 
small  endowment  fund : over  150  patients  were  treated  last  year. 


An  Ambulance  provided  by  the  joint  Societies  of  the  British  Red 
Cross  and  St.  John’s  Association  is  available  locally  for  the  transport  of 
all  cases  of  illness  at  a moderate  charge. 

The  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  thanks  to  the  energetic  support  of  its 
executive  Committee  and  the  local  branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society, 
continues  to  do  very  good  work  and  is  invaluable:  it  meets  weekly  and  is 
visited  by  a London  specialist  once  a month  : it  is  practically  maintained 
by  the  generosity  of  local  residents. 

There  is  a Consultative  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  under 
the  auspices  of  the  County  Council,  which  also  provides  Clinic  treatment 
for  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Diseases  at  Aldershot,  4 miles  away  and 
connected  by  very  good  services  of  motor  omnibuses. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  are 
part-time  salaried  officials  under  the  Local  Authority. 

Health  Visitors  and  Nurses  from  the  County  Council  Staff  work  in 
the  district  and  render  efficient  service. 

The  Schools  are  visited  regularly  by  the  County  Medical  Officers, 
who  conduct  periodic  examinations  of  the  children. 

There  is  a District  Nurse-Midwife  provided  by  the  local  Nursing 
Association  out  of  voluntary  contributions  and  patients’  fees  and  not 
subsidised  by  the  County  Council ; nursing  and  maternity  work  is  thoroughly 
and  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  of  1890  and  1907  are  in  force,  the  latter  not 
in  its  full  entirety.  Bye-laws  relating  to  buildings,  nuisances  and  also  with 
regard  to  tents,  vans  and  sheds  are  in  operation. 

The  main  water  supply  (constant)  is  provided  by  the  Frimley  and 
Farnborough  Water  Company.  It  is  tested  regularly  and  is  excellent  in  its 
purity.  A certain  number  of  wells  are  still  in  use,  but  fewer  every  year  : 
rarely  samples  have  to  be  condemned. 

There  is  no  known  pollution  of  rivers  or  streams. 

The  Main  Drainage  System  inaugurated  in  1922  makes  triumphal 
progress  and  now  extends  over  10  miles  of  roads  ; its  gradual  development 
has  been  steadily  maintained  by  the  Council,  which  has  made  every  effort 
so  far  as  its  borrowing  powers  allow,  to  give  the  ratepayers  full  value  for 
their  money. 

During  the  past  12  months  209  fresh  connections  have  been  made  to 
the  great  credit  of  the  Council,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  resi- 
dents; 580  houses  are  now  using  the  system.  The  number  of  earth 

closets  is  steadily  dwindling,  and  month  by  month  there  is  good  progress 
towards  the  ultimate  abolition  of  this  primitive  type  of  sanitary 
accommodation. 

House  refuse  is  collected  by  the  Council  carts ; emptying  of  earth- 
closets  and  cesspools  is  left  to  individual  enterprise,  and  on  the  whole  is 
efficiently  carried  out. 

Most  houses  have  movable  dust-bins  with  proper  covering. 

The  classified  statistics  of  Sanitary  Inspections  made  during  the 
year  is  contained  in  the  appended  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Mr.  J.  H.  Chivers,  to  whom  I wish  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  for  his 
energetic  work. 


The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Elementary  Schools  is  well 
maintained : a wholsome  water  supply  is  available.  The  Headmaster, 
Headmistress  and  Teachers  are  zealous  in  their  efforts  to  exclude  children 
suffering  from  infectious  disease,  and  do  a great  deal  to  stifle  epidemic 
illness  : no  closure  has  been  necessary : all  infectious  cases  are  regularly 
notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  new  lavatories  built  in  1923 
are  very  satisfactory.  Attendance  throughout  the  year  has  been  above  the 
average. 


The  general  housing  situation  is  good:  there  is  very  little  shortage. 
Cottages  have  been  put  up  by  the  Council  during  the  past  five  years,  and 
many  small  houses  are  being  built.  The  general  standard  is  excellent  ; 
defects  are  more  often  due  to  tenants  than  landlords,  though  occasionally 
ceilings  and  walls  are  found  to  need  attention ; there  is  usually  no  difficulty 
in  getting  necessary  repairs  executed. 

There  are  no  unhealthy  areas. 

Bye-laws  relating  to  houses,  lodgings,  tents,  etc.,  work 
satisfactoi’ily. 

Thirty-six  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  of  which  18 
were  built  with  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  by  persons  other 
than  the  Local  Authority. 

Details  of  inspections  made  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 
appear  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report:  it  is  rare  that  action  under 
statutory  powers  has  to  be  taken. 

Practically  the  whole  milk  supply  is  derived  from  adjacent  farms 
just  outside  the  district.  Periodic  analyses  made  by  County  Inspectors 
prove  the  milk  to  maintain  a good  level  standard  of  purity  and  excellence. 
Great  improvements  have  been  made  here  as  elsewhere  in  safeguarding  the 
purity  of  the  milk  supply,  and  it  is  important  that  all  those  who  are 
concerned  in  the  milk-trade  should  realise  their  responsibility,  especially  as 
regards  children,  and  insist  on  absolute  cleanliness  of  workers’  hands,  cans, 
vessels,  etc. 

Systematic  inspection  of  slaughter  houses  and  carcases  has  been 
in  force  for  some  time : there  is  practically  no  disease  found.  Condemned 
meat  is  destroyed  by  burning. 

Dairies  and  bakehouses  have  been  inspected  and  found  to  be  kept  in 
a sanitory  condition. 

Private  slaughterhouses : 

1920.  Registered,  2 ; Licensed,  0. 

1925.  Registered,  2 ; Licensed,  0. 

During  the  past  five  years  there  has  been  an  average  of  three 
cases  of  infectious  disease  per  annum — mostly  Scarlet  Fever,  usually 
introduced  from  neighbouring  districts.  There  has  been  no  epidemic 
illness — notifiable  or  otherwise.  Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  supplied  the  Local 
Authority.  There  has  been  no  Malaria,  Dysentry  or  Trench  Fever. 
Pathological  and  Bacteriological  specimens  are  examined  free  of  charge 
at  the  County  Laboratory. 

Notification  is  efficiently  carried  out,  and  disinfection  of  premises 
and  articles  is  done  in  all  cases.  The  Shick  and  Dick  tests  have  not  been 
used. 


No  vaccination  under  the  Public  Health  (Small  Pox  Prevention) 
Regulations  1916  have  been  necessary;  the  number  of  ordinary  vaccinations 
keeps  up  to  the  average. 


Mumps  and  Measles  have  been  sporadic:  Influenza  here  as 
elsewhere  is  prevalent  throughout  the  winter  and  spring  months;  there  has 
been  no  unusual  mortality  and  no  special  inquiry  has  been  considered 
necessary. 

There  have  been  35  deaths  from  Cancer  in  the  five  years;  no 
Anthrax  or  Rabies. 

No  verminous  persons  have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Health  Authorities. 

There  have  been  six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  of  Diphtheria 
during  the  past  year ; the  case  of  Diphtheria  was  removed  to  hospital  and 
proved  fatal. 

Three  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
the  year  and  five  of  non-pulmonary.  There  were  five  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis,  four  pulmonary  and  one  non-pulmonary.  No  action  under 
the  Public  Health  Regulations  (1925)  or  Public  Health  Act  (1925)  was 
necessary.  Notification  is  satisfactory. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  locally  the  past  five  years  have  been 
exceptionally  healthy ; there  has  been  a negligible  amount  of  notifiable 
disease  and  no  epidemic  illness. 

The  introduction  of  Main  Drainage,  opening  of  the  Orthopaedic 
Clinic,  and  provision  of  various  health  services,  School  inspection  and 
Clinics  by  the  County  Health  authority,  are  all  steps  in  the  right  direction 
and  all  lead  to  great  improvement  in  maintenance  of  the  public  health,  upon 
which  the  Council  and  the  Ratepayers  are  much  to  be  congratulated.  Any 
expenditure  in  rates,  whether  local  or  County,  where  the  public  health  is 
concerned,  is  a good  insurance,  and  prevention  of  disease  and  illness  is 
to-day  the  gospel  and  practice  of  all  Health  Authorities. 


REPORT  OF  MR.  H.  J.  CHIVERS, 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


S.^NITARY  ADMINISTRATION: 

Disinfection  of  rooms,  etc.  . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Inspection  and  re-inspection  of  drains,  etc.  . . . . . . 347 

Inspection  of  water  supply  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

New  supplies  provided  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

Other  inspections — foul  ditches,  refuse,  overflowing  cesspools  13 
Bakehouses,  Workshops,  Dairies,  etc...  ..  ..  ..  34 

Nuisance  from  animals,  etc.  . . . . . . . . . . 2 


HOUSING  : 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Total  . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 5b 

(b)  As  part  of  municipal  housing  scheme  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

/.  Dwelling,  Houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ()5 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  191b  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  27 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . . . . 14 

2,  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
seqence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers.  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

5.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 

Planning,  ^c.  Act,  1919 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . . . . 11 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  : — 

(а)  By  owners  . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . , 1 

(c)  Not  completed  December  1925  . . . . . . 2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  . . Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  rem.edied  23 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied:  — 

(a)  By  owners  . . . . . . . . . . , . 16 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . 1 

(c)  Not  completed  December  1925  . . . . . . 6 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  “^c.  Act,  1909  ..  ..  Nil 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


J.  E.  FRERE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


